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up the sloping wall, and above that conies bare rock and
forest, or, towards the head of the glacier, alpine turf.
The galleys on both sides, however, debouch into the
main valley high above the glacier, particularly on the
left bank, where we were.
At the lower temple the glacier surface begins to
grow very irregular, being ruckled by half-healed trans-
verse crevasses formed at the ice-fall, with pressure
ridges between them. The great ice-fall itself is situated
far up the valley and ends almost opposite the upper
temple.
The question one naturally asks is—how has this
tremendous chasm been formed ? Has it been labori-
ously ground out by the ice itself or was the mould
ready prepared when the ice was first poured into it ?
The fact that the glacier once filled the gorge as shown
by the moraine on the edge of the cliff near the lower
temple, probably a thousand feet above the glacier of
to-day, goes for little in face of the fact that the glacier
is also proved to have retreated two miles, and as shown
by its snout and terminal moraine, to be still retreating;
for it may merely have sunk passively to its present level
owing to diminution in thickness of the ice, without
ever having carved out the gorge at all. In fact, it is
obvious that it must also have grown thinner while it
was growing shorter.
It is a difficult problem, If the ice did not carve out
the gorge, then it must either have been done by water
or have a tectonic origin* Personally, I doubt if either
water or ice could do the work alone.1
We stayed only three days at the upper temple as
1 For a fuller account of this glacier see " Glacial Phenomena on the
Yim-nan-Tibet Froatier," Geographical Journal, July, 1916.

